
                                                                                                     

Club	of	Marco	Island	Sunrise	
Tuesday,	October	25,	2016	
	Remembering	Dick	Shanahan	
	

	
Upcoming	Speakers… 

11/1	Briana	Marino,	Naples	
Botanical	Garden	“Garden	to	
Table”	Program	Coordinator,	
Kitchen	41	
11/8	Veterans	Day	
Commemoration	–	Tentative	
Chief	(Ret)	Carl	William,	
President,	Collier	County	
Veterans	Council	
11/15	Cheryl	Ferrara	&	Mary	
Campo	Gift	of	Life	International	
11/22	Dr.	Al	Tatarunis,	Stress	
Mgmt	Consultant,	“The	Mind	
Game	Called	Life	and	How	to	
Play	It.”	
11/29	Bob	Thomas,	Rotary	
Foundation	
12/6	Steve	Stefanides	Christmas	
Island	Style	
12/13	Holiday	Meeting	
12/20	David	Longfellow	Smith	-	
Blue	Zones	Project	
12/27	TBD	
	

October	Birthdays	
	
Rich Kaplan																10/8	
Sandy Elliott 														10/17	
	

	

Today’s	Song:	
“When Irish Eyes Are Shinning” 

(see	the	next	page)	

 

Rotarians at Work 

 
Keep	Your	Eye	on	the	Money…	

	
This	week’s	50/50	
Raffle	is	$201	and	40	
cards	left	in	the	deck.		In	
order	to	win,	your	
number	must	be	called	
and	you	must	pick	this		
man	
	

	

	

What	is	Rotary?	
 We’re	a	leadership	organization…	
 We’re	made	up	of	local	business,	
professional	and	civic	leaders	

 We	meet	regularly,	get	to	know	each	other,	
form	friendships,	and	through	that,	we’re	
able	to	get	things	done	in	the	community.	

 We	have	fun	doing	it!		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
 

‘TOGETHER, WE WILL END IT FOR GOOD’  

 
 

Since 2012, millions of Global Citizens around the 
world have taken over six million actions to solve 

one of the world's biggest challenge Polio 

Coming	Events:	
	

                           	
	
11-10:		Board	Meeting,	Keller	
Williams	Bldg,	845	Bald	Eagle,	
7:30	AM	
	
11-12:		Meals	of	Hope	
Packaging	Event,	Marco	
Island	Charter	Middle	School,	
8:30	AM	
	
12-8:		Board	Meeting,	Keller	
Williams	Bldg,	845	Bald	Eagle,	
7:30	AM	
	
1-12:		Board	Meeting,	Keller	
Williams	Bldg,	845	Bald	Eagle,	
7:30	AM	
	
2-9:		Board	Meeting,	Keller	
Williams	Bldg,	845	Bald	Eagle,	
7:30	AM	
3-9:		Board	Meeting,	Keler	
Williams	Bldg,	845	Bald	Eagle,	
7:30	AM	
3-24	–	3-26	Seafood	Festival,	
Veterans	Park	
	
2016-2017	Club	Officers:	

President:		Neil	Snyder	
President	Elect:		Natalia	

Armstrong	
President	Elect	Nominee:		

Tom	Wagor	
Secretary:		Natalia	Armstrong	
Treasurer:		Erik	Condee	
Sgt.	at	Arms:	Chief	Murphy	
Immediate	Past	President:		

Debra	Shanahan	
Newsletter	Editor:	
Natalia	Armstrong	
Club	website:		
www.marcoislandsunriserotary.org	

The 4-Way Test 
 
1.  Is it the truth? 
2.  Is it fair to all concerned 
3.  Will it build good will and 
better friendships? 
4.  Will it be beneficial to all       
concerned? 



	
 

Marco Mourns Loss of Dick Shanahan  

 
By Steve “Stef” Stefanides 
 
Marco Island lost one of its most respected citizens 
late Thursday afternoon with the passing of Richard 
“Dick” Shanahan when he lost his battle with a disease 
that he had committed so much time and effort to 
beating.  During the last several years Shanahan and 
his wife Debra have chaired the Imagination Ball of 
the American Cancer Society on Marco Island and 
have helped to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to beat a disease which would contribute to his 
passing at the age of 89. 
Shanahan would leave the cold winters of Chicago 
behind him and would relocate to the then quiet little 
island that he would now adopt as his new home. He 
and his first wife Catherine would make that move in 
1987 and never look back. 
Shanahan became a fixture in Collier County and 
Marco Island politics going back almost 30 years and 
was a prolific volunteer for many organizations on 
Marco that included the Sunrise Rotary Club, the 
Greater Marco YMCA, the Marco Island Seafood 
Festival, Christmas Island Style, the Marco Island 
Chamber of Commerce, the Marco Island Police 
Foundation, San Marco Catholic Church, the Knights 
of Columbus, the Marco Island Area Association of 
Realtors, the United Way, and many others. 
He and Catherine had five daughters and they would 
sustain him during Catherine’s long battle with her 
own medical challenges until her passing. 
Shanahan and his second wife Debra were coming up 
on the fifth anniversary of their marriage, which took 
place in 2011. He would pass late in the afternoon with 
her at his side and surrounded by family members and 
friends at the Naples Community Hospital, after being 
admitted earlier last weekend. 
“Today we lost a great member of our community, but 
more so than that, Rebecca and I lost a great friend 
and confidant,” said Neil Snyder, a local attorney and 
president of the Sunrise Rotary Club. 
“Sweet man,” “Terrible loss,” “Great individual, 
mentor and amazing man,” were just some of the 
words that came flowing across email messages and 
social media in reaction to the loss when it was 
announced. 
  

	

	
 
“Dick was one of the first persons to come forward out 
of the community to ask what he could do to assist us 
in settling in,” said Roger Hernstadt, city manager of 
Marco Island. “His friendship and counsel has been 
invaluable over the last three years, and Jessica and I 
will miss him immensely.” 
Sandy Lazarus, executive director of the Marco Island 
Chamber of Commerce, and her late husband Monte 
were extremely close friends of Dick and Debra 
Shanahan, and the two couples vacationed frequently. 
“Dick will be missed by so many, but it will be future 
generations that will benefit from some of his 
leadership roles here on the island, it will be a void 
difficult to fill,” said Lazarus. 
“There is much sadness across the island tonight as the 
word continues to spread about the passing of my 
friend. There was never a challenge that Dick would 
walk away from and that is why I will always hold him 
in high regard, both as a friend and a fellow Knight,” 
said Bob Brown, chairman of the Marco Island City 
Council and fellow member of the Knights of 
Columbus at the San Marco Catholic Church. 
It was appropriate that a light shower passed over the 
island at sunset on Thursday night in recognition of 
the loss of one of Marco Island’s favorite sons, as the 
community learned the news, and sadness settled in so 
many hearts. 
Funeral Services will be held on Wednesday, October 
26th at 10:00 AM at San Marco Catholic Church.  A 
celebration of life will be held immediately following in 
the San Marco Parish Hall. 
  
 

	

When Irish Eyes Are Smiling 

When Irish eyes are smiling, 
Sure it’s like a morn in 
Spring.  

In the lilt of Irish laughter, 
you can hear the angels sing.  

When Irish hearts are happy, 
all the world seems bright and 
gay, 

And when Irish eyes are 
smiling, sure they steal your 
heart away.  


